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- Black and White Combmatlons Strike

the Prachcal Note--Shimmering Soiree

Silk

Frocks In Spring Tints -- Sleeves.

HERE is always more or less
to-do about evening apparel for
the “gay after-FEaster season;”
but that season at its most bril-
is & sporadic affair; a sequence

of eventa crowded imto a week or ten

days. Then society prepares for the
coming summer. Houses are to be
opened, the whole summer wardrobe
for out-of-doors, indoors and between-
doors as it were—or rather, the mod-
ern enclesed veranda—is to be bought.

Hostesses-te~-be are -busy -with lists

of summer guests and n furnish-

ings to be selected, and the “gay after-

Easter season” dwindles very rapidly.

This iur the agitation over war mat-

ters has ‘'made women chary about
providing an elaborate supply of even-
ing gowns. Paris has forsworn the
grand toilette entirely and the un-

settled condition of affairs over here
has made the prospect of' summer
galetles of a formal nature problemat-
fcal. Nevertheless, woman must he
prepared to a certaln extent in clothes,

War or no war, and no woman’s ward-
robe is complete without one or two
handsomé. evening gowns—even If
they be-worn only in her own home
or in; other woman’s' home at
private, semi-formal entertainments.

The French dressmakers have con-
tinued to send Dbeautiful evening
clothes to America—perhaps all the
more beautiful because their art and
skill cannot be expended on gaslight
frocks for Parisiennes and some of
the how models are so alluring that
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they are simply not to be resisted.
One must' wear them—somiehow—
even if an occasion has to be made
for the wearing. Of this nature are
three stunning dinner-dance gowns,
recent arrivals. One of these gowns
is a Cheruit creation; another is from
Worth and the third from Poiret who
recently spent his time during'a brief
furlough from the front in designing
some typically Poiret-esque creations
—Jjust to keep his hand in, as it were,
and to demionstrate that fighting mat-
ters have not robbed his brain of its
cunning where woman’s attire i{s con-
cerned. The Poiret frock 1is {1llus-
trated and is one of the most beautiful
models turned out by this artist whose
fancy ‘seems to have been chastened
by his experiences at the front, for
the frock shows none of the clashing,
daring colors that Poiret loves to
weave Into surprising harmonies.
There is color, to be sure, in the
panel and tabliers of brocaded silk
which form the front of the frock
and a short drapery below the hips,
but the colors are exquisitely soft and
delicate—tints of rose, lilac and helio-
trope on a ground of white satin. The
hip draperies are partially veiled wun-
der an over-skirt of white tulle that
drops from a crystal beaded extension
of the bodice. The sleeves are “of
white tulle also and their cut is most
interesting. They are simply two
squdres of tulle thrown over .the
shoulder and attached to the crystal
ahoulder straps of the trock The
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points of the square at the bottom are
brought together and welighted with
crystal bead tassels so that the sleeve
keeps its position whether the arm is
lifted or lowered. The foundation of
the costume is very pale heliotrope
satin and the sash is of the same ma-
terial, with crystal bead tassels. A
feature of this costume is the mod-
estie of tulle drawn across the square
decolletage so that the neck is veiled
almost to the throat.
Trains On All Indoor Dinner Gowns.
The restaurant dipner.gown may
or may not have a train; but the din-
ner gown worn at formal private din-

ners must be trained. One may loop
the train over one arm if a dance fol-
lows the dinner, but a train there
must be, whether a bona fide. train
¢ut in one with the skirt or a supple-
mentary train in the shape of a wisp
of lace .or an end of ribbon, dragging
behind the skirt. Worth's latest din-
ner gown is of russet satin charmeuse
with a bodice of cream lace and an
apron of the same lace run with golad
and nasturtium colored threads. A
bead ornament in. shades of russet,
nasturtium and pale rose fastens the
lace drapery of the bodice where it
meets at the back of the waistline.

An equally handsome dinner gown

from Cheruit is of pale blue. gros.de

londres with train cut in one. with the
skirt, and the skirt slashed to the hip
at the right side to show a panel of
silver lace. "‘he bodice is a draped:
strip of the silk held up by sllver lace
shoulder straps. Of course, there is
the inevitable scarf of tulle—in palest
mauve tone. Now the woman possess-
ing one of thesa gm_vns'is going to
wear {t though there.. be wars and
rumors af wars; and indeed she should
have opportunity to wear it If she
belongs to the fashionable set, for very
elaborate dinner-dance gowns are the

Effect of the the Weinklied Bodice,
the Tulle Modestie and the Modern
Pockets 1sVerry Chic

‘jonable—fllet,

rule at the big house parties where
fashionables foregather for the week-
ends. And it is for these affairs that
the society woman dresses her pret-
tiest, rather than for public events
and restaurant dining. One sees the
gorgeous gowns—in Thotel dining
rooms—on women who have little op-
portunity to do their own beauty jus-
tice in the way of handsome evening
attire, at private functions,

Black Dinner Gowns Are Practical.

No matter how brilliant a black
gown may be, it is always and forever
the most practical sort of evening
gown a woman can pick out. In the
first place it can be worn through the
street under a long wrap and though
it appreciates the honor of a convey-
ance, it does not arbitrarily demand
limousine or taxi as an evening gown
of delicate tone does. 1In the second
place, a black evening costume may

‘usually be dressy or semi-dressy, ac-

cording to the accessories worn with
it. Buttoned dancing boots, hat and
reticule will turn it into a smart res-
taurant gown; satin slippers and a
feather' fan into a costume suitable
for ball or opera. Two striking new
black and white evening gowns are
pictured. One has a long waist and
the other a high, Empire silhouette;
one is trimmed with jet, the other
with lace; vet both are authoritatively
smart and late achievements of
notable designers. The black tulle
and jet gown is In dancing length—
somewhat longer than last season’s
dancing length you will oBserve—and

‘one calls it black and white, though

as a matter of fact the only white is
represented in a transparent tulle
yoke on which are mounted shoulder-
straps of white beads. The sash is
of Persian blue satin with embroidery
and fringe in silver. The second black
and white frock—a Cheruit model by
the way—shows the quantities of lace
which this couturier is using now.
Laces are very much the vogue on
evening gowns and all sorts are fash-
valenciennes, Lilerre,
Duchesss, Carrickmacross—any kind
of lace indeed that one can corral for
one's very best frock. Net top lace
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and Venice insertion, one used over
the other, and both used over black
tulle, make the Cheruit gown exqguis-
itely airy and exceedingly rich. Black
velvet ribbons cleverly introduced.
make the lace all the more beautiful
by contrast. The sleeves of this din-
ner gown are especially worthy of
study for they are the very last word
in sleeves for this type of costume—
“Just the sort of sleeves to get in the
soup and therefore most proper for a
dinner gown" sarcastically comments
the woman for whom the costume was
made. But she will wear it—oh, yes!
And as a dinner gown too.

Somehow or other by clevernesslor
contrivance one must keep one’s din-
ner sleeves qut quge sgQu all
the néw dinher ‘gowas have dangling
sleeves of some kind. The gold lace
model pictured—a charming dinner-
dance frock for a young matron,
though it is rather too opulent in col-
or and too dashing in style for a deb-
utante—has well managed sleeves.
They are made of gold lace thrown
over the arm, but while the points
fall short of the walstline in front the
drapery trails down at the back and
is heavily weighted by a golden tassel
so that it is more like a cape than
ordinary floating sleeves.

Floating enough in all consciencs
though are the beruffled sleeves of
the restaurant dinner gown—and
these are the very latest sleeves of
Paris. Have I mentioned to you that
all feminine Paris is taking to elbow
sleeves? They are seen on all cos-
tumes except tailored trotteur frocks
and silk blouses for morning wear.
The blouse is probably the last thing
that will be permitted short sleeves
so let no woman dream of elbow
sleeved shirtwalsts this summer! The
ruffled sleeved frock is made of sand-
colored silk met over white soiree silk
and with it the black lace is very
smart. Another youthful dinner-
dance frock is pictured in the quaint
model of wedgwood blue faille mat-
inea’ which combines an 1830 decol-
letage with rose and modestie with
1917 sport pockets and one must ad-
mit the combination is fascinating.

Slmple Linens for
the Dining Room

NILESS one can afford very hand-
some filet and cluny laces, it is
better to omit lace altogether in

the dining room and have sideboard
and side-table covers of plain white
linen, ornamented solely with hem-
stitching. Cheap and showy lace edg-
ing on such scarves and covers is in
the worst possible taste and too often
shames really good mahogany by its
presence in a dining room which
should not tolerate such lace trim-
ming. . Filet lace is very fashionable
for dining room use just now, as it is
for reads, curtains, and even for
~collars  and blouses; but a tiny in-
lortioll of handsome fllet will be in
far better taste than a broad strip of
sleazy imitation. A very good looking
scarf for the sideboard may be made
at home for much less than one would
have to pay for the same ‘sort of séarf
all made up in the shops. Always
buy g linen for dining room use, it
not o looks betfer at the begin-
ning but will continue to look well
through a long period of use. Only
the housewife who must economize
rigidly will permit “part linen” covers
or tablecloths in her dining room.
Make the sideboard scarf therefore of
fine, rather heavy white linen, and do
not have it too wide' allow two inches
of the polished top of the sideboard
lt either sdge of the scarf.

.of the mrt may hang over

cut off to ‘show two inches of
Doll.lh'.d wood, like the front and back
edges. m the. scarf with an inch-
wide 1 ion of good fllet and at the
center front place three square me-
dallions of filet, two medallions, side
by side, breaking the edge of inser-
tion, and the third medallion on top
of the two, In the center, making a

vrn.ﬁd effect of the three. If you
care put in the extra work, run a
line ¢ ‘double hemstitching two inches
a e the filet edge, allowing the hem-

-uw%:uow the block outlines
of medallions,
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OT all the sport ‘blazers ‘in the
world; not all the plaid mack-
inaws; not all the scarves and
capes designed for sport wear—

not all the king’'s horses and all the
king’s men, indeed, have been able to
shake one lota on its pedestal of fem-
inine favor, the tried and trusty sweat-
er. It is woman's boon companion
on all summer occasions except those
‘of an avowed formal nature. Woman
has tried the sweater and found it
not wanting and no matter what else
is offered to her in the way. of fetch-
ing out-of-door ‘apparel, she refuses
to give up this friend of her heart.

Sweaters have developed mightily
since they first became Xnown to
fashion. Some of us remembet :the
crude, bulky affairs of two decades
ago, mostly red, which began to dot
themselves agalnst the summer land-
scape. Then came gray sweaters:; then
navy blue sweaters and then occurred
a craze for white sweaters.: Later,
the browns and tans crept in, but still
sweaters were thick and ungraceful
garments, warm and comfy enough to
be sure, but scarcely graceful or be-
coming. The soft, supple angora
sweaters ushered in a new era in
sweater-wear and then followed the
hand-knit sweater of Germantown
wool, which gave quite enough
warmth for summer wear and clung
to the flgure ‘lines in most graceful
fashion. = And finally _.arrived the
sweater of silk jersey—and nothing
better has been discovered! Silk
sweaters are as charming as anything
that has ever added itself to woman's
wardrobe and having found some-
thing that was perfect, manufactur-
ers could do no more, though they
have busied themselves with changing
the shape and minor detdails of these
admirable silken coats and have
achieved wonderful results in colors
and color combinations.

One sweater used to make a sum-
mer—as far as most women were ar:cm.-J

This Checked Silk Sweater In Brown
And Gold Has The Very . Latest
Collar And A Most Graceful
Sash.

cerned—but now a single sweater
would be a poor provision indeed for
an all-summer wardrobe! One must
have as many sweaters as one has
sport hats—and that may bea three or
a dozen according to fancy a.nd pocket-
book.

If one may posser: but a single
handsome silk sweater it will be wisest
to select a model combining two col-
ora. In this way, two sport hats and

e/ /02

'two sport skirts may be matched and

the wardrobe augmented by two sép-
arate ‘sport costumes. There are col-
ors, also, that harmonize with other
shades; for  example, a green silk
sweater will look well with a tan
tussah skirt and hat combining tan
and green; or with a sport costume in
pale yellow and black. Some of the
most expensive silk sweaters are In
changeable effect with one shade su-
perimposed on another so that you
see malis, looking at the sweater from
one view and pale blue or rose from
another view. Usually the band trim-
mings are in solid color, matching ‘one
or the other of these shades. Striped
sweaters are still fashionable, but this
year's models show a decided prefer-
ence for broken plaids, or for plain
colors with trimiming bands in plaid
effects. Very smart imported sweaters
are in plain colored silk with a woven
stripe, check or plaid made in drop-
stitch effect. The trimming bands
are in close ribbed stitch.

The later models fit most beanti-
fully and there is none of the sagging
and stretching which used to make
a sllk sweater too wide across the
back and too long In the sleeve after
a few weeks of wear. There is also
a sport silk in Jersey weave which has
this excellent quality of not stretching.
It is called La Jerz and comes in all
the wonderful sweater colors that are
on the market now. Coat and skirts
of La Jerz are very exclusive affairs
anyi one may have plain colors and
stripes or checks for the .material
comes in every wanted shade and com-
bination. Not all women are aware
that silk jersey such as the handsome
ready-to-wear sweaters are made of,
may be. obtained by the yard. A
sweater must have a tailored look and
be finished inside as perfectly as with-
out, but there are women  clever
enough at home tailoring to fashion
good looking silk sweaters for them-
selves and quite a few pennies can be
saved in this way. Of course, such a

coat must be sewed throughout with
silk thread—the distinction of the
garment demands it. Only second-
rate clothes, whether blouses, frocks,
wraps or tailored suits, are sewed with
cheap substitutes for silk thread and
the atrocious substitute is always
glaringly discernible to a practiced
eyve.

The silk sweater pictured today 1is
a very stunning model-—one of the
very handsomest of this season’s silk
sport coats of its type. You will note
its beautiful lines and fit, smooth but
sufficiently loose for grace. The sleeve
is set in and tapers like a coat sleeve
to the wrist; the pockets are not
over-obvious; the sash not over-long

—for this.is a sweater of conservative |

distinction. The chief feature of in-
terest is the convertible collar, shown
in the picture closely buttoned up
about the throat. This sweater is in
close jersey weave with trimming
bands in rib stitch. The color is gold-
en brown with golden stripes forming
a broad check. Q@Gold colored sweat-
ers are especially smart this season—
as all gold colored wearables are. One
must not confuse the fashionable gold
tone with orange, chrome yellow or
king’'s yellow. Gold color is deep and
rich and has a soff, subdued beauty
rathér than a gaudy conspicuousness.
Black straw sport sailors are being
trimmed with gold colored ribbon to
match gold colored silk sport coats.
The ribbon is simply drawn around
the high crown of the sailor hat and
made into a flat bow at the front.
Sweater sashes are growing wider
and wider. 1In fact, while one ias knit-
ting a sweater and laboring over the
sash, the latter seems almost as broad
as it is long—so0o many stitches must
be put on the needle. These very
broad sashes are not passed twice
around the waist as the narrower
sashes were last year, but are tied
loosely and rather low at the side or
front. The broad sash holds the
sweater trimly and gives a long walst-
line that is becoming. Very smartly
dressed maids at Palm Beach this
winter wore coats and skirts of jersey
sllk or tussah in plain color, the single
note of contrast being a sash, very
wide and soft, and made of plald silk
in Roumanian or Bulgarian colors; or

of the plain jersey silk embroidered in
Guatemala colors. *

A new worsted sweater Iin sage
green with cream white trimming, is
fllustrated. The ribs run up and down

and the garment has set-in, shaped
sleeves which give a trim, coat-like
suggestion. The shawl collar and
turned back cuffs are in good style
and the sash Is extremely wide.

This Year's Knitted Wool Sweater Has Ribs Running Up And Down And A
Sash Almost As Broad As It Is Loug.




